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The first and second secrets were not revealed until 1941, when then Sister Lucia wrote them down at 
the request of her bishop. 

1st Secret – Mary showed the children a vision of hell.  They saw fire and smoke.  They saw demons and 
souls in human form, shrieking and groaning in pain and despair. The children were horrified and very 
afraid by what they saw. 

What this secret means:  Mary showed the children this vision of hell so that they would see where “the 
souls of poor sinners go.”  She emphasized to them how important it was to follow her instructions to 
pray the Rosary for the saving of souls and to establish a devotion to her Immaculate Heart.   

 

2nd Secret – Mary spoke several prophesies to the children:  This war (WWI) will end, but if people don’t 
stop offending God, another more terrible war would begin during the pontificate of Pope Pius XI 
(WWII).  If her instructions are not followed, Russia will spread “errors” worldwide, new wars will occur, 
the Church and the Holy Father will be persecuted. 

What this secret means:  In order for these prophesies NOT to come true, Mary asked that there be a 
worldwide devotion to her Immaculate Heart and that Russia be consecrated to her Immaculate Heart.  
She also asked that on the First Saturday of every month, people receive Communion in reparation for 
the sins of the world.  

 

The third secret was revealed in 2000. 

3rd Secret – Mary showed the children a scene where a bishop dressed in white was martyred. Other 
bishops, priests, religious and lay people also were martyred. 

What this secret means: In general, this secret means that unless Mary’s instructions are followed, the 
Pope (the bishop in white) and the Church will be persecuted.  Pope John Paul II (now St. JPII) 
interpreted this secret as a prophesy about the assassination attempt on his life in 1981.  
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